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【初试】2024年北京大学考研 812 语言学专业知识之语言学教程精品资料 

 

说明：本套考研资料由本机构多位高分研究生潜心整理编写，2024年考研初试首选资料。 

一、北京大学 812语言学专业知识考研真题汇编 

1．北京大学 812语言学专业知识（回忆版）2011 年考研真题，暂无答案。 

说明：分析历年考研真题可以把握出题脉络，了解考题难度、风格，侧重点等，为考研复习指明方向。 

 

2．附赠重点名校：语言学相关 2014-2022年考研真题汇编（暂无答案） 

说明：分析历年考研真题可以把握出题脉络，了解考题难度、风格，侧重点等，为考研复习指明方向。 

 

二、2024年北京大学 812语言学专业知识考研资料 

3．《语言学教程》考研相关资料 

（1）《语言学教程》[笔记+课件+提纲] 

①2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之《语言学教程》考研复习笔记。 

说明：本书重点复习笔记，条理清晰，重难点突出，提高复习效率，基础强化阶段必备资料。 

②2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之《语言学教程》本科生课件。 

说明：参考书配套授课 PPT课件，条理清晰，内容详尽，非本校课件，版权归属制作教师，本项免费赠送。 

③2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之《语言学教程》复习提纲。 

说明：该科目复习重难点提纲，提炼出重难点，有的放矢，提高复习针对性。 

 

（2）《语言学教程》考研题库[仿真+强化+冲刺] 

①2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之语言学教程考研专业课五套仿真模拟题。 

说明：严格按照本科目最新专业课真题题型和难度出题，共五套全仿真模拟试题含答案解析。 

②2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之语言学教程考研强化五套模拟题及详细答案解析。 

说明：专业课强化检测使用。共五套强化模拟题，均含有详细答案解析，考研强化复习必备。 

③2024 年北京大学 812 语言学专业知识之语言学教程考研冲刺五套模拟题及详细答案解析。 

说明：专业课冲刺检测使用。共五套冲刺预测试题，均有详细答案解析，最后冲刺必备资料。 

 

三、资料全国统一零售价 

4．本套考研资料包含以上一、二部分（不含教材），全国统一零售价：[￥] 

特别说明： 

①本套资料由本机构编写组按照考试大纲、真题、指定参考书等公开信息整理收集编写，仅供考研复习参

考，与目标学校及研究生院官方无关，如有侵权、请联系我们将立即处理。 

②资料中若有真题及课件为免费赠送，仅供参考，版权归属学校及制作老师，在此对版权所有者表示感谢，

如有异议及不妥，请联系我们，我们将无条件立即处理！ 

 

四、2024年研究生入学考试指定/推荐参考书目（资料不包括教材） 

5．北京大学 812语言学专业知识考研初试参考书 

《语言学教程》第四版胡壮麟北京大学出版社 
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AnIntroductiontoLinguistics《语言学入门》外语教学与研究出版社 

GeneralLinguistics.FourthEdition。(《普通语言学概论》) 北京：外语教学与研究出版社 

 

五、本套考研资料适用学院和专业 

外国语学院：外国语言学及应用语言学 
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版权声明 

 

编写组依法对本书享有专有著作权，同时我们尊重知识产权，对本电子书部分内容参考和引用的市面

上已出版或发行图书及来自互联网等资料的文字、图片、表格数据等资料，均要求注明作者和来源。但由

于各种原因，如资料引用时未能联系上作者或者无法确认内容来源等，因而有部分未注明作者或来源，在

此对原作者或权利人表示感谢。若使用过程中对本书有任何异议请直接联系我们，我们会在第一时间与您

沟通处理。 

因编撰此电子书属于首次，加之作者水平和时间所限，书中错漏之处在所难免，恳切希望广大考生读

者批评指正。 
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《语言学教程》考研核心笔记 

 

Chapter 1  Invitations to Linguistics 

 

1. Why study language? 

（1）Language is very essential to human beings. 

（2）In language there are many things we should know. 

（3）For further understanding, we need to study language scientifically. 

 

2. What is language?青岛掌р心博阅电子书 

Language is a means of verbal communication. It is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human 

communication. 

 

3. Design features of language 

The features that define our human languages can be called design features which can distinguish human 

language from any animal system of communication. 

（1）Arbitrariness 

Arbitrariness refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs bear no natural relationship to their meanings. 

（2）Duality 

Duality refers to the property of having two levels of structures, such that units of the primary level are 

composed of elements of the secondary level and each of the two levels has its own principles of organization. 

（3）Creativity 

Creativity means that language is resourceful because of its duality and its recursiveness. Recursiveness 

refers to the rule which can be applied repeatedly without any definite limit. The recursive nature of language 

provides a theoretical basis for the possibility of creating endless sentences. 

（4）Displacement 

Displacement means that human languages enable their users to symbolize objects, events and concepts 

which are not present (in time and space) at the moment of conversation. 

 

4. Origin of language 

（1）The bow-wow theory 

In primitive times people imitated the sounds of the animal calls in the wild environment they lived and 

speech developed from that. 

（2）The pooh-pooh theory 

In the hard life of our primitive ancestors, they utter instinctive sounds of pains, anger and joy which 

gradually developed into language. 

（3）The “yo-he-ho” theory 

As primitive people worked together, they produced some rhythmic grunts which gradually developed into 

chants and then into language. 

 

5. Functions of language 

As is proposed by Jacobson, language has six functions: 
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①Referential: to convey message and information; 

②Poetic: to indulge in language for its own sake; 

③Emotive: to express attitudes, feelings and emotions; 

④Conative: to persuade and influence others through commands and entreaties; 

⑤Phatic: to establish communion with others; 

⑥Metalingual: to clear up intentions, words and meanings. 

Halliday (1994) proposes a theory of metafunctions of language. It means that language has three 

metafunctions: 

①Ideational function: to convey new information, to communicate a content that is unknown to the hearer; 

②Interpersonal function: embodying all use of language to express social and personal relationships; 

③Textual function: referring to the fact that language has mechanisms to make any stretch of spoken and 

written discourse into a coherent and unified text and make a living passage different from a random list of 

sentences. 

According to Hu Zhuanglin, language has at least seven functions: 

（1）Informative 

The informative function means language is the instrument of thought and people often use it to 

communicate new information. 

（2）Interpersonal function 青岛掌р心博阅电子书 

The interpersonal function means people can use language to establish and maintain their status in a society. 

（3）Performative 

The performative function of language is primarily to change the social status of persons, as in marriage 

ceremonies, the sentencing of criminals, the blessing of children, the naming of a ship at a launching ceremony, 

and the cursing of enemies. 

（4）Emotive function 

The emotive function is one of the most powerful uses of language because it is so crucial in changing the 

emotional status of an audience for or against someone or something. 

（5）Phatic communion 

The phatic communion means people always use some small, seemingly meaningless expressions such as 

Good morning, God bless you, Nice day, etc., to maintain a comfortable relationship between people without any 

factual content. 

（6）Recreational function 

The recreational function means people use language for the sheer joy of using it, such as a baby’s babbling 

or a chanter’s chanting. 

（7）Metalingual function 

The metalingual function means people can use language to talk about itself. E.g. I can use the word “book” 

to talk about a book, and I can also use the expression “the word book” to talk about the sign “b-o-o-k” itself. 

 

6. What is linguistics? 

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. It studies not just one language of any one community, but the 

language of all human beings. 

 

7. Main branches of linguistics 

（1）Phonetics 

Phonetics is the study of speech sounds, it includes three main areas: articulatory phonetics, acoustic 

phonetics, and auditory phonetics. 

（2）Phonology 
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Phonology studies the rules governing the structure, distribution, and sequencing of speech sounds and the 

shape of syllables. 

（3）Morphology 

Morphology studies the minimal units of meaning – morphemes and word-formation processes. 

（4）Syntax 

Syntax refers to the rules governing the way words are combined to form sentences in a language, or simply, 

the study of the formation of sentences.  

（5）Semantics 青岛掌е心博阅С电子书 

Semantics examines how meaning is encoded in a language. 

（6）Pragmatics 

Pragmatics is the study of meaning in context. 

 

8. Macrolinguistics 

Macrolinguistics is the study of language in all aspects, distinct from microlinguistics, which dealt solely 

with the formal aspect of language system. 

（1）Psycholinguistics 

Psycholinguistics investigates the interrelation of language and mind, in processing and producing utterances 

and in language acquisition for example. 

（2）Sociolinguistics 

Sociolinguistics is a term which covers a variety of different interests in language and society, including the 

language and the social characteristics of its users. 

（3）Anthropological linguistics 

Anthropological linguistics studies the relationship between language and culture in a community. 

（4）Computational linguistics 

Computational linguistics is an interdisciplinary field which centers around the use of computers to process 

or produce human language. 

 

9. Important distinctions in linguistics 

（1）Descriptive vs. prescriptive 

To say that linguistics is a descriptive science is to say that the linguist tries to discover and record the rules 

to which the members of a language-community actually conform and does not seek to impose upon them other 

rules, or norms, of correctness. 

Prescriptive linguistics aims to lay down rules for the correct use of language and settle the disputes over 

usage once and for all. 

For example, “Don’t say X.” is a prescriptive command; “People don’t say X.” is a descriptive statement. 

The distinction lies in prescribing how things ought to be and describing how things are. In the 18th century, all 

the main European languages were studied prescriptively. However, modern linguistics is mostly descriptive 

because the nature of linguistics as a science determines its preoccupation with description instead of prescription. 

（2）Synchronic vs. diachronic 

A synchronic study takes a fixed instant (usually at present) as its point of observation. Saussure’s diachronic 

description is the study of a language through the course of its history. E.g. a study of the features of the English 

used in Shakespeare’s time would be synchronic, and a study of the changes English has undergone since then 

would be a diachronic study. In modern linguistics, synchronic study seems to enjoy priority over diachronic study. 

The reason is that unless the various state of a language are successfully studied it would be difficult to describe 

the changes that have taken place in its historical development. 

（3）Langue & parole 
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Saussure distinguished the linguistic competence of the speaker and the actual phenomena or data of 

linguistics as langue and parole. Langue is relative stable and systematic, parole is subject to personal and 

situational constraints; langue is not spoken by an individual, parole is always a naturally occurring event. What a 

linguist should do, according to Saussure, is to draw rules from a mass of confused facts, i.e. to discover the 

regularities governing all instances of parole and make them the subject of linguistics. 

（4）Competence and performance 

According to Chomsky, a language user’s underlying knowledge about the system of rules is called the 

linguistic competence, and the actual use of language in concrete situations is called performance. Competence 

enables a speaker to produce and understand and indefinite number of sentences and to recognize grammatical 

mistakes and ambiguities. A speaker’s competence is stable while his performance is often influenced by 

psychological and social factors. So a speaker’s performance does not always match his supposed competence. 

Chomsky believes that linguists ought to study competence, rather than performance. Chomsky’s 

competence-performance distinction is not exactly the same as, though similar to, Saussure’s langue-parole 

distinction. Langue is a social product and a set of conventions of a community, while competence is deemed as a 

property of mind of each individual. Saussure looks at language more from a sociological or sociolinguistic point 

of view than Chomsky since the latter deals with his issues psychologically or psycholinguistically. 

（5）Etic vs. emic 

[These two terms are still very vague to me. After I read Ji Daohong’s book, I can understand them better, but 

because they are vaguely mentioned in Hu’s book, it seems very difficult for me to understand them fully. – 

icywarmtea]青岛掌е心博阅С电子书 

Being etic means researchers’ making far too many, as well as behaviorally and inconsequential, 

differentiations, just as often the case with phonetics vs. phonemics analysis in linguistics proper. 

An emic set of speech acts and events must be one that is validated as meaningful via final resource to the 

native members of a speech community rather than via appeal to the investigator’s ingenuity or intuition alone. 

Following the suffix formations of (phon)etics vs (phon)emics, these terms were introduced into the social 

sciences by Kenneth Pike (1967) to denote the distinction between the material and functional study of language: 

phonetics studies the acoustically measurable and articulatorily definable immediate sound utterances, whereas 

phonemics analyzes the specific selection each language makes from that universal catalogue from a functional 

aspect. 

End of Chapter 1 
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北京大学 812语言学专业知识之语言学教程考研仿真五套模拟题 

 

2024 年语言学教程五套仿真模拟题及详细答案解析（一） 

 

一、名词解释 

1． Articulatory phonetics 

【答案】 the study of production of speechsounds. 

 

2． communicative competence 

【答案】 a speaker’s knowledge of the total set of rules, conventions, etc. governing the skilled use of 

language in a society. Distinguished by D.Hymes in the late 1960s from Chomsley’s concept of competence, in 

the restricted sense of knowledge of a grammar. 

 

3． Synonymy 

【答案】Synonymy refers to the sameness or close similarity of meaning. 

 

4． frequency effect 

【答案】 describes the additional ease with which a word is accessed due to its more frequent usage in 

language. 

 

5． CD-ROM 

【答案】 computer disk-read only memory allows huge amount of information to be stored on one disk with 

quich access to the information. Students and teachers can access information quickly and efficiently for use in 

and out of the classroom. 

 

6． syllabus 

【答案】 the planning of course of instruction. It is a description of the course content, teaching procedures 

and learning experiences. 

 

7． pragmatics 

【答案】 Pragmatics can be defined as the study of how speakers of a language use sentences to effect 

successful communication. 

 

8． Prefix 

【答案】 Prefixes occur at the beginning of a word . Prefixes modify the meaning of the stem, but they 

usually do not change the part of speech of the original word. 

 

二、简答题 

9． How does a sentence differ from an utterance? 

【答案】 A sentence is a grammatical concept. It usually consists of a subject and predicate. An utterance is 

the unit of communication. It is the smallest linguistic unit that has a communicative value. If we regard a 

sentence as what people actually utter in the course of communication, it becomes an utterance. Whether “Mary is 

beautiful.” is a sentence or an utterance de-pends on how we look at it. If we regard it as a grammatical unit or a 

self-contained unit in isolation, then it is a sentence. If we look at it as something uttered in a certain situation with 

a certain purpose, then it is an utterance. Most utter-ances take the form of complete sentences, but some 
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utterances are not, and some cannot even be restored to complete sentences. 

 

10．What is NP movement. Illustrate it with examples. 

【答案】 NP movement in-volves the movement of a noun phrase. NP-movement occurs when, for example, 

a sentence changes from the active voice to the passive voice: 

(A) The man beat the child. 

(B) The child was beaten by the man. 

B is the result of the movement of the noun phrases "the man" and "the child" from their original positions in 

(A) to new positions. That is, "the man" is postposed to the right and "the child" is preposed to the left. 

Not all instances of NP-movement, however, are related to changing a sentence from the active voice to the 

passive voice. For example: 

(C) It seems they are quite fit for the job. 

(D) They seem quite fit for the job. 

These sentences are identical in meaning, but different in their superfi-cial syntactic representations. It is 

believed that they have the same underly-ing structure, but (27b) is the result of an NP movement. 

 

11．What are the major views concerning the study of meaning? How do they differ? 

【答案】 One of the oldest was the naming theory, proposed by the ancient Greek scholar Plato, who 

believed that the words used in a language are taken to be la-bels of the objects they stand for. The conceptualist 

view holds that there is no direct link between a lin-guistic form and what it refers to. The form and the meaning 

are linked through the mediation of concepts in the mind. Contextualism is based on the presumption that one can 

derive meaning from or reduce meaning to observable contexts. Two kinds of context are recognized; the 

situational context and the linguistic context. 

For example, the meaning of the word "seal" in the sentence "The seal could not be found" can only be 

determined ac-cording to the context in which the sentence occurs: 

The seal could not be found. The zoo keeper became worried. 

(seal meaning an aquatic mammal) 

The seal could not be found. The king became worried. 

(seal meaning the king's stamp) 

Behaviorism drew on behaviorist psychology when he tried to define the meaning of linguistic forms. 

Behaviorists attempted to de-fine the meaning of a language form as " the situation in which the speaker utters it 

and the response it calls forth in the hearer". 

 

12．What are the four maxims under the cooperative principle? 

【答案】 (1) The maxim of quantity 

① Make your contribution as informative as required (for the current purpose of the exchange) . 

② Do not make your contribution more informative than is required. 

(2) The maxim of quality 

① Do not say what you believe to be false. 

② Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence. 

(3) The maxim of relation 

Be relevant. 

(4) The maxim of manner 

① Avoid obscurity of expression. 

② Avoid ambiguity. 

③ Be brief ( avoid unnecessary prolixity) . 

④ Be orderly. 
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13．Language is generally defined as a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication. 

Explain it in detail. 

【答案】 First of all, language is a system, because elements of language are combined according to rules. 

Secondly, language is arbitrary because there is no intrinsic connection between form and meaning, or between 

the sign and what it stands for. Different languages have different words for the same object in the world. This fact 

is a good illustration of the arbitrary nature of language. This also explains the symbolic nature of language: 

words are just symbols; they are associated with objects, actions, ideas, etc. by convention . Thirdly, language is 

vocal because the primary medium is sound for all languages, no matter how well - developed their writing 

systems are. 

The term "human" in the definition indicates that language is possessed by human beings only and is very 

different from the communication systems of other living creatures. The term "communication" means that 

language makes it possible for its users to talk to each other and fulfill their communicative needs. 

 

14．What is the safe conclusion from Genie's case? 

【答案】 A safe conclusion from Genie' s case is that the lan-guage faculty of an average human degenerates 

after the critical period and consequently, most linguistic skills cannot develop. 

 

15．Why do we say language acquisition is primarily the acquisition of the grammatical system of language? 

【答案】 In principle, no human brain can store all the words and expressions of a language. What happens 

is that when processing the language they hear, children construct the grammar and make sense of the expressions 

according to the grammar. When producing utterances, they follow the internalized grammatical rules. Without 

the knowledge of the productive rules, it would be impossible for language users to produce and understand an 

unlimited number of sentences which they have never heard before. 

 

16．Why does modern linguistics regard the spoken form of language as primary, not the written? 

【答案】 First, the spoken form is prior to the writ-ten form and most writing systems are derived from the 

spoken form of language. 

Second, the spoken form plays a greater role than writing in terms of the amount of information conveyed 

and it serves a wider range of purposes 

Finally, the spoken form is the medium through which we acquire our mother tongue. 

 

三、论述题 

17．Discuss the contrastive analysis in detail. 

【答案】 Contrastive Analysis was developed in order to identify and predict the areas of learning difficulty. 

Given this approach, it was hypothesized that L2 errors were predominantly the re-sult of negative transfer, or 

mother tongue interference and second language learning was believed to be a matter of overcoming the 

differences between LI and L2 systems. 

According to this view, the major task of second language teaching should predominantly be: first, contrast 

the native and the target language systems and make predictions about the lan-guage items that would cause 

difficulty and the errors that learners were like-ly to make; then use these predictions in deciding on the type of 

language items that needed special treatment in teaching and in material development and the type of intensive 

techniques that would be employed to overcome learning difficulties created by the interference. 

In practice, the Contrastive Analysis is not effective because a large proportion of grammatical errors could 

not be explained by mother tongue interference. Errors predicted by contrastive analysis have often not occurred, 

whereas many actual errors, such as "goed" and "foots", come from overgeneralization instead of nega-tive 

transfer. 
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Errors, according to the contrastive analysis approach, are negative and had to be overcome or given up. In 

fact, errors produced in a learner's second language utterance may very well be developmental errors and therefore, 

should not be looked upon simply as a failure to learn the correct form, but as an indication of the actual 

acquisition process in action. Developmental errors often result from the effort on the part of the learner to 

construct and test general rules of communication in the target language. 

 

18．What is a linguistic taboo? What effect does it have on our use of language? 

【答案】 A linguistic taboo refers to a word or expression that is prohibited by the "polite" society from 

general use. Obscene, profane, and swear words are all taboo words that are to be avoided entirely, or at least 

avoided in mixed company. 

In sociolinguistics, a linguistic taboo, denotes any pro-hibition on the use of particular lexical items to refer 

to objects or acts. As language use is contextualized in particular social settings, linguistic taboo originates from 

social taboo. When an act is taboo, reference to this act may also become taboo. Taboo words and expressions 

reflect the particular social customs and views of a particular culture. 

As linguistic taboo reflects social taboo, certain words are more likely to be avoided, for examples, the words 

related to sex, sex organs and ex-crement in many cultures. The avoidance of using taboo language mirrors social 

attitudes, emo-tions and value judgments, and has no linguistic basis. 

The avoidance of using taboo language has led to the creation of euphemisms. A euphemism is a mild, 

indirect or less of-fensive word or expression substituted when the speaker or writer fears more direct wording 

might be harsh, unpleasantly direct, or offensive. For exam-ple, we say "portly" instead of "fat". 

In many cultures, people avoid using direct words that pertain to death or dying because it is the subject that 

everyone fears and is unpleasant to talk about. In the English-speaking world, for example, people do not “die” , 

but “pass away”. 

Euphemisms involve a wide range of fields. Although the use of euphemisms has the effect of removing 

derogatory overtones, the disassociative effect is never long-lasting . Often when the negative connotation of a 

word is recognized in its euphemistic form, a new euphemism will have to be sought for. However, an excessive 

use of euphemism may have negative effects. As a matter of fact, many euphemisms have become cliches that are 

to be avoided in formal speech and writing. They also tend to be wordy and to give writing a timid quality. In 

addition, euphemism can be evasive or even deceitful. Because they are often improperly used to obscure the 

intended meaning, many people find them offensive and prefer plain language. 

 

19．What is the role of imitation in first language acquisition? 

【答案】 At one time, it was widely believed that children learned language by simply imitating the speech 

of those around them. We now know that this cannot be true, since many utterance types produced by children do 

not closely resemble structures found in adult speech. . If children learn their native tongue by imitating their 

parents, how can we account for the utter-ances that are typical of children' s language, such as the plural form 

"my foots," the past tense forms of " I eated," and the negative construction of “No the sun shining”? It is 

impossible that children imitate these structures from adults because they are never heard in adult conversations. 

In addition, Children with speech impairment for neurological or physiological reasons learn the language spoken 

to them and understand what is said. A more rea-sonable explanation is that children are attempting to construct 

and generalize their own grammatical rules. 

Some young language learners do seem to make selective use of imitation, but they do not blindly mimic 

adult speech in a parrot fashion, but rather exploit it in very restricted ways to improve their linguistic skills. The 

point is that imitation plays at best a very minor role in the child' s mastery of lan-guage 
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